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Members of Scout Troop 20 led by Colleen Rosenthal
Host a “Pop-Up” Book Drive at Dwyer Park in Winnetka.
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Townships A Stabilizing Force
From the Supervisor
As we began production of this
newsletter Governor Pritzker signed a
new law letting voters decide whether
to dissolve townships within McHenry
County. According to a Daily Herald
article, the Governor is using this as a
test case toward further consolidation
or dissolving of Illinois townships in
the future.
The article goes on to discuss the
purported cost savings and how the dissolved township
would transfer its assets and obligations to the county. What
they do not cover are key details such as what the actual
savings are, and other human factors that go along with
“redlining” your township government as “property tax relief.”
Interestingly, most taxpayers along the North Shore contribute
somewhere between $50-100 of their property taxes to
provide safety net services to the elderly, disabled, youth and
individuals in need of mental health services. Many seniors,
disabled individuals and single parents receive supplemental
groceries from the township food pantry. Several social
services agencies currently receiving township grant funding
depend on those dollars to offer services to people with low
or moderate-income situations who are in critical need of a
variety of supports.

Another area of concern is when political leaders focus solely
on dollars and cents. Your township government provides
volunteer opportunities to the clients of Our Place, a Wilmette
based non-profit that offers life skills, recreation and
community integration experiences to its clients. These fine
people help as volunteers Monday through Friday in our
pantry. This experience provides meaningful activity, structure and inclusion in our community. Organizations like the
Winnetka Youth Organization, a safe, supervised activity
center for teens, six days each week may have to close their
doors unless replacement funds can be found to offset a lost
township grant.
The human impact ramifications and community stability
concerns are difficult to quantify. Many questions remain
unanswered, but what we do know is that township
government has and continues to be a stabilizing force in
times of need since our founding in 1850. We intend to carry
on that legacy and hope that if confronted with this decision
down the line, the residents of New Trier Township will ask
for all the facts before making a decision that impacts much
more than .05% of a property tax bill.
All the best to you.
Alan Goldberg

Traveling At The Holidays?
Passport Help Is Here
Your township office serves as a Passport Acceptance Facility. United States
Passport applications are processed on Thursdays and Fridays by
appointment only. Official passport photos are now available at
our office for an additional $15, over the $35 passport
application fee. Please visit our website, select
Resident Services, then Passports to obtain fee
information, an application form and requirements
for applying. Please phone Lorrecia Pearson at
(847) 446-8202 with questions or appointment requests.
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Let’s Play! Joins Community
By Unplugging And Playing
Do you remember the “TV
tune outs” of the mid-1990s?
Those days are indeed a
memory, as 21st century life
has us surrounded by screens
during waking hours.
How do today’s parents
move children (and adults)
riveted to a 2D screen
world to 3D play? Township grantee The Alliance for Early
Childhood has a plan. The group is launching Let’s Play, a
program offering interactive play to our community from
September 2019 to June 2020. All events in the Let’s Play
program are free and open to the public.
The Let’s Play! program guide was printed and distributed to
member schools during September and is also available on the
Alliance’s website.
The Alliance for Early
Childhood Executive Director,
Stefanie Maiuri, appeared
on a recent episode of The
New Trier Township
Podcast to discuss the
initiative. When asked
if this program was a
compromise given
the reality of screen
presence, Stefanie
Maiuri stated “
Banning screens
is essentially
impossible…we’re

trying to find a balance and really focus on connecting in
high quality ways versus saying don’t use this. We’re trying to
embrace the time we have with our families and make that
meaningful.”
Hands-on, creative play experiences will be offered on a
regularly scheduled basis, Stefanie added, “ Children need to
use all their senses, interact and make sense of the world. These
play opportunities will help them thrive, develop and grow.”
Township residents are encouraged to take a pause from
screens, explore these experiences and spend time having fun
in the beautiful 3D world here in the North Shore.
To hear the long-form interview with
Stefanie Maiuri, visit SoundCloud.
com, search New Trier Township and
select episode 20. To learn more
about the Alliance for Early Childhood,
visit www.theallianceforec.org
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Summer Children’s Book Drive
Unites Township—
9,000 Books Gathered
It is with great pride we announce the smashing success of our
fourth annual Bernie’s Book Bank Drive. While we set the
goal at 3,000, we are happy to report that a resounding 9,000
books were gathered. Now,
children living in lowincome households across
the Chicagoland area will
have the chance to own
quality books.

BOOKS
Open
Doors
To New
Worlds

While working on this
annual drive, we learned
many
startling facts. For example,
61-percent of low- income
families have no children’s
books in their homes. In a
town as close to New Trier
Township as Waukegan,
only 24-percent of six-year-olds engage with books. Knowing
that our community is working collaboratively to change these
statistics is heartwarming to say the least.
Each year, it seems that more and more
folks have involved themselves in this
great cause. Community partners like
The Village of Glencoe, Valerie Wilson
Travel and Winnetka Presbyterian
Church all agreed to be donation centers,
providing convenient drop-off points
across the township.
Youngsters like Winnetka’s Jack
Rosenthal of Boy Scout Troop 20 and
the Wilmette Happy Helpers – a youthbased social service group- also dove in
to help. Each hosted individual “pop-up”
drives, collecting 610 and 716 books,
respectively.
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Township Trustee, Gail Eisenberg, used the book drive as an
opportunity to teach her young children about
the importance of giving
back. She and her family
hosted a drive, delivering
a car full of books to our
offices.

and compassionate.

While taking care of our
own residents is one of
our primary functions,
inspiring township
residents to give back
beyond our borders is
also equally important.
Banding together to
make the world a better
place makes communities
stronger, more resilient

We have living proof that the kind-hearted
people in New Trier Township understand the importance of
supporting those who may have fallen on hard times. Troubles
can happen to any one of us and kindness can go a long way in
making difficult situations, less painful.
As we turn the last page on the book drive, let us stay united in
year-round giving back. With the fall and winter approaching,
we look forward to collaborating with our residents, seeing
that our Township pantry is fully stocked. When the holiday
season nears, let’s remember that many families, right here in
our own neighborhoods, can benefit from our annual holiday
toy and clothing program. Together, we are making New Trier
Township a community that is making a difference in the lives
of others, right now.

Energy Assistance
Application Day —
December 10, 2019
The unforgiving chill of winter is on the way, and many
income challenged households are confronted with heat
or eat decisions. We find that type of choice unacceptable,
and are proud to partner with the North Shore Senior
Center’s Low Income Home Energy Program
(LIHEAP) experts as a satellite application site.
If you or someone you know is having difficulty keeping up
with utility bill payments, LIHEAP counselors are able to
evaluate your income situation and help you apply for grant
funds to keep the heat on this winter.
Applications will be taken at the township hall on
December 10, 2019 from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. To schedule
your appointment please phone (847) 784-6040.

Holiday Meals For Neighbors In Need
As we approach the holiday season, we’re reminded that
many neighbors are facing food insecurity and may not
possess the means to purchase a dignified holiday meal.
Your donations of staple items to the township food pantry
will help sustain those in need.
Donations can be dropped off at
the township hall at 739 Elm Street
in Winnetka, Monday-Friday,
9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.
Currently the pantry needs the
following items:

Canned Fruit
Cookies and Crackers
Cereals
Shampoo, Conditioner and Body
Wash
Toothpaste

Combined with generous donations from local grocers
and our wonderful neighbors, we are able to provide over
100 meals to older adults, income challenged families and
developmentally challenged residents of area group homes.
If you are able help us financially,
checks can be made payable to the
New Trier Township Angel Fund,
Inc.
As always we are grateful for
the ongoing support of our
tremendous North Shore residents.

Monetary donations are gratefully
accepted and used toward the
purchase of complete holiday meals.
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ASSESSOR NEWS
The spring and summer months are
normally busy for this office, and 2019
has been no exception. In particular
those months are EXCEPTIONALLY
busy in a Reassessment year, and New
Trier Township experienced large
increases overall. One of Assessor
Jan Churchwell
Kaegi’s main goals is to address
inequities in County assessment practices that led to wealthier
townships, including some in Chicago (city areas are also
designated as “townships”) being under assessed at the expense
of less wealthy areas, so the increases, although unwelcome,
were not a surprise. What was a surprise was that some
properties received large reductions in Assessed Value.
July is always a busy month because the County Treasurer
mails out Final Tax Bills for the year. If your Exemptions have
ever inexplicably gone MIA, you know how a mistake literally
affects your bottom line. Fortunately, County procedures
provide for us to help you get corrected Tax Bills in time to pay
an adjusted amount and not have to apply for refunds.
Various delays at the County level drew the Appeal process
out more than usual, but our Appeal Window to the Board
of Review has opened. Since property values tend to drop in
a slow real estate market, Deputy Assessor Len Shifflett and
I try to turn that to your advantage by using sales figures to
support appeals on the basis of “Overvaluation Compared
to Recent Sales” rather than relying heavily on “Lack of
Uniformity” (comps) appeals.
An added benefit of using sales figures is that we find
anomalies which we report to the County. Another of Assessor
Kaegi’s goals is to improve communication between his office
and the townships. So, if you’re frustrated by lack of response
from the County Assessor’s Office, let us know, and we will
reach out to people there too.
Along those lines, we met with County personnel in early
August to discuss the Permit process, which involves all
the municipalities in the Township, our office, and several
departments in the Assessor’s Office, including Valuations,
Permits, and Information Technology. A major concern is new
home construction that isn’t properly reassessed by the County.
We have submitted a plan which we hope will help alleviate
the problem and will keep you informed.
There is much to be done to improve the assessment process
on your behalf, and Len Shifflett and I are committed to doing
everything we can.
Jan Churchwell
New Trier Township Assessor
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Get Township News
in Real Time

Your Township Government provides local news and
information via The
Dispatch, our bi-weekly
e-Newsletter. Sign-up
is easy and free, just visit
www.newtriertownship.
com and select Resident
Services, make your selections
and complete your profile.
On social media you can find
us on Twitter, visit @NTTGov.
Our Facebook page is New Trier
Township, please “like” us to
receive updates on your Facebook
feed. We also have a variety of
videos on our You Tube Channel
NewTrierTwp and informative
podcast interviews on our
SoundCloud.com channel.

GIVING
Just Feels Good

COMMUNITY SUPPORT GRANTS:
For individuals with disabilities and their families, the
stress and cost of specialized in-home care and support
systems can be overwhelming. In fiscal year 2019, 248
New Trier Township residents received support grants
to assist applicants and their caregiver’s expenses.
People with the following disabilities are encouraged
to apply:
• Autism Spectrum Disorders
• Developmental and/or Cognitive Delay
• Physical Impairments
• Multiple Impairments
• Mental Health Disorders
The grant dollars permit individuals
or their caregivers to secure
in-home therapeutic assistance,
equipment, respite care, medical
assistance, home/vehicle accessibility
modifications or family counseling.
The program is open to all
Township residents with an
eligible disability, with no

restrictions as to age or income. Past recipients are
eligible and encouraged to reapply.
Grant applications are to be completed and
returned to the Township office no later
than January 17, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. For more
information on eligibility and application
instructions, please visit www.newtriertownship.
com and select Financial Assistance, then
Home-Based Disability Support
and follow the instructions.
If you have questions, or need
assistance with the application please
phone Jeanne Winsted Rosser at
(847) 446-8201.

Please Consider a Gift To The NTT
Food Pantry This Holiday Season,
Collection Bins at 739 Elm, Winnetka

Please make checks
payable to the
New Trier Township
Angel Fund, Inc.

New Trier Township
739 Elm St. Winnetka, IL 60093

Important Dates and Deadlines
New Trier Township offers a variety of assistance
programs. Those interested in applying should visit
www.newtriertownship.com and download the desired
application or phone the office at (847) 446-8201 for
more information.
Township Board of Trustees Meetings,
October 8, 2019
Please check the website to
November 12, 2019
verify as dates sometimes
December 10, 2019
change due to unforeseen
January 14, 2020
circumstances.
All at 7:30 p.m.

Senator Fine’s Office Offers On-Site
Service Hours in Winnetka If you have questions about State of Illinois government services,
help will be available at the township hall the 2nd Tuesday of
every month from 10:00-Noon. Shiva Mohsenzadeh and Mike
Powers will be representing State Senator Laura Fine, answering
your questions and helping with service concerns.
Bring any documents and your questions, or just stop by to say
hello.
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New Trier Township
739 Elm Street
Winnetka, IL 60093
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Your Elected OfficialsThe Closest Form of
Government to the People

Jerome Hoynes, Clerk
jhoynes@newtriertownship.com

Jan Churchwell, Assessor
jchurchwell@newtriertownship.com
Gail Schnitzer- Eisenberg, Trustee
gseisenberg@newtriertownship.com
Stefan Mozer, Trustee
smozer@newtriertownship.com

Elliott Robbins, Trustee
erobbins@newtriertownship.com
John Thomas, Trustee
jthomas@newtriertownship.com

Alan Goldberg
SUPERVISOR

Jan Churchwell
ASSESSOR

Jerome Hoynes
CLERK

Diane S. Tye, Director of Administration and Finance
847-446-8253 • dtye@newtriertownship.com

Jeanne Rosser, LCSW, Social Services Administrator
847-446-8201 • jwinstedrosser@newtriertownship.com
Brian Leverenz, Community Service Administrator
847-446-8203 • bleverenz@newtriertownship.com
Sandy Forrester, Deputy Clerk
847-446-8202 • sforrester@newtriertownship.com
Lorrecia Pearson, Administrative Assistant
847-446-8202 • lpearson@newtriertownship.com
Leonard Shifflett, Deputy Assessor
847-446-8200 • lshifflett@newtriertownship.com

Jack Macholl, Communications Director
847-446-8202 • jmacholl@newtriertownship.com
8

Gail Schnitzer-Eisenberg
TRUSTEE

Stefan Mozer
TRUSTEE

Elliott Robbins
TRUSTEE

John Thomas
TRUSTEE

Since its humble beginnings in 1850, township government has served as
the closest form of government to the people. If you have ideas to share
on ways we can improve life in New Trier Township, we encourage you
to attend Township meetings and events. Working together lets us make
a difference in the lives of many, keeping our communities strong.

