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From the Supervisor
In a matter of a few weeks our lives
were disrupted, everyone on the planet was trying to remain healthy while
avoiding the Coronavirus, a silent,
sinister enemy of our immune systems.
In mid-March Governor Pritzker along
with his 49 colleagues asked people
across America to shelter in place, avoid
group gatherings and collectively slow
the spread of this deadly virus.
Every school, business, house of worship and government
entity was required to think quickly, designing temporary
service models to keep life moving while maintaining health,
safety, and order. Pretty much everything we’ve done over
the past several months has been online with the exception
of critical human services. Until the pandemic I didn’t know
what Zoom was, but today I’m quite familiar.
In late May and early June we witnessed the horrific death of
George Floyd in Minneapolis, an incident that has impacted
the nation to its very core. In the midst of carefully managing
our lives around the COVID-19 pandemic, the reality
of divisiveness, racism, and civil unrest has left us all to
reevaluate our innermost feelings about the type of America
in which we choose to live.

ASSESSOR NEWS
As of this writing, the County Building
remains closed, with most employees
working remotely; however, County
officials and staff have not been idle.
Assessor Kaegi recently announced
that Governor Pritzker has signed a bill
establishing automatic renewals for the Jan Churchwell
Senior Freeze, the Veterans Disability
Exemption, and the Persons with Disabilities Exemption
for 2021. This will not only reduce the County’s processing
load, it will eliminate the need for residents to visit doctors
personally for disability matters.
Mr. Kaegi intends to review ALL properties in Cook County
and reassess any which may have been harmed because of the
pandemic. Homeowners will receive the LOWER of an appeal
decision or a “Covid Adjustment.” This does not mean that
ALL properties in the County will receive lower assessments,
just that another option has been added for this year.
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Let me assure you that the New Trier Township Board of
Trustees and staff are wholeheartedly committed to serving
everyone, regardless of race, religion, ethnicity or gender
identification. We made this statement initially in the fall of
2017 when your board of trustees unanimously approved a
Welcoming Resolution that formalized our commitment to
serve anyone to the best of our ability.
Let me also clarify that we understand and share the raw
emotion and angst our residents are feeling, as people’s united
voices are being heard, and justice ultimately sorts things out.
I give you my personal assurance that your township
government will do whatever it can to provide assistance to
help people cope with unemployment, food insecurity, or
referrals to our many fine grantee agencies that stand with
us to help everyone get through these unprecedented times
together.
The way New Trier Township has survived and thrived
over the past 170 years is with tenacity and neighborly
cooperation. No one knows what tomorrow may bring, but I
do know we will be here serving anyone who needs our help.
Stay united and be well.
Alan Goldberg
Supervisor, New Trier Township

County Treasurer Pappas has also revised standard
procedures to ameliorate the burden on property tax owners.
While 2019 Second Installment Tax Bills are expected
to go out on time (end of June) and the official due date
remains August 3, PAYMENTS MAY BE MADE
THROUGH OCTOBER 1 WITHOUT PENALTIES
OR INTEREST. The Annual Delinquent Property Sale has
also been postponed.
A reminder: CHECK YOUR TAX BILL CAREFULLY
WHEN YOU RECEIVE YOUR TAX BILL, MAKE
SURE YOUR EXEMPTIONS (and the Senior Freeze,
if applicable) ARE THERE, and call us (847)446-8200
if you have questions. The New Trier Township offices are
also closed, but Deputy Assessor Leonard Shifflett and I are
available by phone and email as usual. Stay well!
Jan Churchwell
New Trier Township Assessor

Keeping Connected at NSSC

North Shore Senior Center members enjoy Fun on Friday, an online group that offers games and story sharing during the shelter-in-place
order in spring 2020.

On March 12, 2020 a great deal changed at the
North Shore Senior Center. The Coronavirus
otherwise known as COVID-19 had been elevated
to a pandemic status, and Governor Pritzker issued
a shelter-in-place order. Reducing the spread of this
novel virus with no known drug or current vaccine
that places older adults at a tremendous risk, required
an organization that sees nearly 400 people a day
on-campus to lock its doors.
Tish Rudnicki, Executive Director of the Center
admitted “we were not set up in any way, shape
or form to operate online in an effective way, so
we all had to learn quickly.” A rapid turnaround is
exactly what Tish and her team delivered; within a
few weeks older adults were enjoying online fitness
classes, lectures and art programs via Zoom, a
videoconferencing technology.
Since many NSSC members live alone and have
limited family support, they depend a great deal on
the interaction, therapy, and encouragement from
social service staff that were largely working from their
homes. At the time of our interview, Tish stated, “we’re
in the process of calling each of our 6,000 members for
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a third time, just to check on them and make sure that
they have everything they need.”
These Herculean efforts also included outreach to
community partners that deliver meals, making sure
physical and emotional needs were being met. Tish
and her team were also able to secure additional
funding from the state in order to meet the growing
demand from numerous emergency cases, making it
possible to fulfill those requests.
Finding a silver lining in a very stressful time, Tish
added that the remote course offerings and interaction
would likely stick around after the pandemic is behind
us. We are proud of the wonderful response our
grantee partner has made to provide stability, activity
and sustenance to our elders in need.
If you or an older adult neighbor in the community is
in need of assistance, please contact Jeanne Winsted
Rosser, Social Services Administrator of New Trier
Township at (847) 446-8201.
To hear the long-form podcast interview with Tish
Rudnicki, visit SoundCloud.com, type New Trier
Township in the search box and select episode 32.
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Max Rosen of Glencoe Awarded
2020 Peer Jury Scholarship
Max Rosen of Glencoe has been selected to receive New Trier
Township’s Peer Jury Scholarship Award for 2020. The $1,500
prize will be used toward his education at George Washington
University in Washington D.C. where he begins freshman year
this fall.
Community Services Director Brian Leverenz said, “His
essay was outstanding, but Max’s leadership, attendance and
thoughtful participation as a juror put him over the top against
other candidates.” Mr. Rosen and his brothers Sam and
Josh have also served as township food pantry volunteers.
Created in 1998, the Peer Jury program provides an
opportunity for first-time, (non-violent) offenders to
face a jury of his/her peers. The jury hears the charges
presented by a police officer, and the jurors, under the
supervision of the Peer Jury Coordinator agrees on an
appropriate sentence - usually a number of hours of
community service and sometimes a written paper or
an apology.
The Peer Jury Scholarship is normally presented at the
Township’s Annual Town Meeting, which was postponed
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dial-A-Ride

Getting around town can be a challenge for many township
residents. Our Dial-A-Ride program is a curb-to-curb
shared-ride service for township residents ages 18 to 64
with a disability or over the age of 65.
In order to qualify for Dial-A-Ride, you must be a
permanent Township resident.
For eligibility as a person with a disability,
you must also present either a
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copy of an SSI or SSDI award letter, or the certification
of a physician.
Qualified residents can download the Dial-A-Ride
application form on our website, NewTrierTownship.
com, select Resident Services and then Discounted Taxi
Service. The Dial-A-Ride PDF application can be
downloaded, completed and returned by mail
to our office during the pandemic.

Resilience In Service- Food Pantry
Pivots to Serve Hundreds
The pandemic of 2020
caused sweeping change in
operational safety protocols
for all government agencies
worldwide. On March 17th
the township hall was closed
to public access and hours
were reduced to help halt the
Coronavirus.
“Knowing that many families
in the area depend on the
township pantry for food
and other essential products
required a quick solution
to assist our clients,”
said Supervisor Alan
Goldberg. Pivoting
quickly from an in-office
pantry-shopping model to
prepackaged bags of staple
groceries distributed by
appointment through the
front door became the
interim solution. Brian
Leverenz, Community
Services Administrator,
Lorrecia Pearson,
Administrative Assistant,
and high school student volunteers Max and Josh Rosen of
Glencoe packed grocery bags daily, helping clients along.

As of early June, the pantry
has provided 384 bags of
food to clients facing food
insecurity during these very
difficult times. In recent
weeks supplies have become
more readily accessible and
paper goods, hygiene items
and meat/produce returned to
the supplemental allocations.

No Empty Plates

Supervisor Goldberg added,
“I am particularly proud
of the determination and
bravery our pantry staff
has shown during a very
stressful time. Not only
are they providing food,
but their kind words and
demeanor offer hope to
individuals who really
need our support.”

For information on our
pantry needs list, please
visit NewTrierTownhip.
com, then Resident
Services, and Food
Pantry. We are grateful
for the amazing support shown by residents and business
owners, whose donations have permitted us to help many.

Free Legal Clinics Resume
We are pleased to announce that our partner the North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic
will resume free domestic and legal immigration clinics to low-income families. For the
remainder of 2020 all consultations will be virtual due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Please phone (847) 737-4042 for an appointment.
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Outdoor Children’s Book Drive

You Can Help Bridge
The Reading Divide
New Trier Township began
its partnership with Bernie’s
Book Bank in 2016 and has
collected over 15,000 books
during summer collection
drives alone. This year things
will look a bit different, as our
traditional 30-day children’s
book collection bins normally
on display inside township,
municipal, library and partner
buildings are now closed to
public access due to the Coronavirus.

We are grateful to Pastor Paul Gilmore and Nancy Holly of
the Winnetka Presbyterian Church for permitting us to use
their parking lot. The church has been a consistent partner in
book/food drive events and we value our relationship.
For more information on the book drive, contact Jack
Macholl via email jmacholl@newtriertownship.com

Hibbard Rd.

These obstacles won’t prevent us from getting books in to the
hands of at-risk children. On July 10, 2020 we are holding
an outdoor, contactless book collection drive in the parking
lot of the Winneka Presbyterian Church, located at Hibbard
and Willow Roads in Winnetka. The event will operate from
10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Bernie’s Book Bank and
township staff/volunteers will
be on-hand to quickly remove
book donations from your
vehicle’s trunk or hatch back
area. Our team will strictly
adhere to social distancing
and disease prevention
measures. We ask that you
also wear your mask to help
protect everyone making this
event possible.

Winnetka Presbyterian Church
1255 Willow Rd., Winnetka

N

Willow Rd.

Enter and Exit From Willow Rd

DRIVE-THRU
A NO CONTACT EVENT
About Bernie’s Book Bank

Bernie’s Book Bank sources and redistributes books to under-served children. Thanks to the
generosity of people across Illinois and neighboring states, the non-profit has processed and
distributed 18 million gently used and new books. To learn more about their work please
visit BerniesBookBank.org
To hear our recent podcast interview with Darrin Utynek,
CEO of Bernie’s Book Bank, visit SoundCloud.com,
search New Trier Township and select episode 35.
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Warming House Engages Youth
During COVID-19
As the scientific community continues its quest for a
COVID-19 vaccine or effective medicine to combat the
Coronavirus, township grantee partners
have been working tirelessly to reinvent their
service delivery systems to minimize risk while
meeting client needs.
Understandably media attention is primarily
focused on the elderly and other immune
system compromised individuals, but what
is it like being a middle or high school
student during a pandemic? During May
we interviewed Emily Schnell, Associate
Director of The Warming House Youth
Center in Wilmette to discuss the crisis and
its impact on the socialization of young people.
When asked about how youth are coping
with the Cornoavirus, Emily stated,“Everyone is feeling
isolated during the pandemic, so we instituted our virtual
programming the week after we closed the building. We tried
hard to close the gap some of our teens were feeling, since
many rely on direct interaction with friends and staff. Our
goal was to recreate that experience online as best we could.”
Zoom videoconferencing technology was employed to deliver
at least one activity each day for students in sixth through

twelfth grades. Center staff tried to replicate the programs
they’d been offering, including a baking event where teens
made churros, an art night, card games and
a course in how to make your own facemask
were among the offerings that launched these
online gatherings.
Emily added “teens are also able to set up a
time to speak individually with a staff member
if they feel the need to talk.” She added,
“We’re lucky to have so many agencies in the
area, where if it’s a crisis situation beyond
our scope, we can refer teens for additional
counseling.”
Being a pre-teen or teenager has never been an
easy thing and life during a worldwide health
crisis adds another layer. We are proud to help
continue the work of the Warming House staff, who open its
“virtual doors” to the youth of our township.
To learn more about keeping young people connected in a
positive way during the pandemic, listen to the long-form
interview with Emily Schnell of the Warming House Youth
Center on episode 33 of the New Trier Township Podcast
available at SoundCloud.com and Apple Podcasts.

Get Township News in Real Time
Your Township Government provides local news and
information every other Friday via The Dispatch, our
e-Newsletter. Our Notify Me service on the township website
let’s you select news of your liking via email or text. Sign-up is
easy and free, just visit www.newtriertownship.com, select News
and Information, and look for the Notify Me link, make your
selections and we do the rest.
On social media you can find us on Twitter, visit @NTTGov.
Our Facebook page is New Trier Township, please “like” us
to receive updates on your Facebook feed. We also have
a variety of videos on our You Tube Channel NewTrierTwp
Important Dates and Deadlines
Township Board of Trustees Meetings, All at 7:30 pm
July 14, 2020
August 11, 2020
September 8, 2020
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and informative podcast interviews on our SoundCloud.
com channel. You can sign-up to receive podcast episodes by
searching for New Trier Township and clicking follow at the
SoundCloud.com website.
We’re now on Apple Podcasts, just search New Trier Township
and you can stream or download individual episodes of our local
interviews. If you have an Alexa unit, just say “Alexa play the
New Trier Township Podcast on Apple Podcasts.”

Labor Day
September 7, 2020-Office Closed for Labor Day
Annual Town Meeting – TBD

New Trier Township
739 Elm Street
Winnetka, IL 60093
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Diane S. Tye, Director of Administration and Finance
847-446-8253 • dtye@newtriertownship.com

Jeanne Rosser, LCSW, Social Services Administrator
847-446-8201 • jwinstedrosser@newtriertownship.com
Brian Leverenz, Community Service Administrator
847-446-8203 • bleverenz@newtriertownship.com
Sandy Forrester, Deputy Clerk
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Jack Macholl, Communications Director
847-446-8202 • jmacholl@newtriertownship.com
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Gail Schnitzer-Eisenberg
TRUSTEE

Stefan Mozer
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Elliott Robbins
TRUSTEE

John Thomas
TRUSTEE

Since its humble beginnings in 1850, township government has served as
the closest form of government to the people. If you have ideas to share
on ways we can improve life in New Trier Township, we encourage you to
attend Township meetings and events. Working together we’ll keep our
communities strong – let’s make some great things happen.

