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From the Supervisor

As we emerge from another Chicagoland
winter it is time to look ahead with great
anticipation of the change and fresh start
spring provides. Each April, Township
Governments in Illinois follow a rich
tradition of holding their Annual Town
Meeting, an opportunity to reflect on
accomplishments, and hear about new or
enhanced services designed to improve the quality of life in
the communities we serve. Required by State law, the Annual
Town meeting will be held at the New Trier Township office,
on April 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
Township Government is the closest form of government to
the people, and this unique meeting opportunity provided
by our democracy connects you with elected officials and
Township staff who serve as the stewards of local government.
It is a wonderful opportunity to express your ideas and provide
feedback on our work. We want to hear your questions,
concerns, or praise for that matter.
Amongst the changes brought about by your Township Board
in 2016 were the launches of two new programs. Text-A-Tip,
a confidential text message based support system connecting
students in grades 5-12 with qualified mental health clinicians,
supporting them through difficult times. I am proud to report
that at this writing the Text-A-Tip program has provided
instant support to 111 students in our Township, who
initiated 1,222 messages in its first nine months of operation.
We are pleased to work with grantee LEAD (Linking Efforts
Against Drugs), a Lake Forest based non-profit that has
successfully implemented this service helping students across
McHenry and Lake Counties. The New Trier Township

Text-A-Tip Leadership Group comprised of educators,
law enforcement officers, social services professionals and
Township leadership, meets periodically to evaluate the
program and plan for the future.
We also began a newly formed partnership with Bernie’s
Book Bank, a Lake Bluff based non-profit that provides
gently used and new books to at-risk children throughout
Illinois. Our 2016 pilot program brought in over 3,000 books,
and we anticipate helping even more children become reading
ready, as we expand the program throughout the Township.
These are exciting times, and your Township Board
continually evaluates strategies to improve life for residents
in our Township. I urge you to attend our Annual Town
Meeting so you can see and hear about the positive outcomes,
and meet the elected officials charged with the stewardship of
our mission. Indeed the world is in flux, yet we remain focused
on the continually changing needs of our residents, and the
common good.
As some of you may know by now, I have decided not to run
for another term as Township Supervisor. Since joining New
Trier Township as a Trustee in 2009, and then Supervisor
since 2013, it has been my privilege and pleasure to serve the
people of our wonderful North Shore communities. As the
saying goes, the only constant is change, and it still rings true,
as I hand over the keys to our newly elected Supervisor and
Board in May of 2017.
I wish you all only continued success and progress.

Paddie Brennen

Caring Neighbors Bring Holiday Cheer
The time honored Caring Neighbors program that provides
gifts to community members facing challenging financial times,
continued during the 2016 holiday season. “ In November we
reach out to our communities, seeking
individuals or groups willing to
sponsor families at the holidays,”
stated Paddie Brennen, Supervisor
of New Trier Township. “We
identify and qualify resident families
who are facing financial hard times,
and provide donors with wish lists
of items their children would enjoy.”
The spirit of holiday giving along the
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North Shore was unfailing, as 74 children from 37 local families
were sponsored by 35 community benefactors (individuals,
families, churches, and civic organizations). This concern for
neighbors and spirit of giving provides joy and dignified holiday
celebrations for families that would otherwise forego
them. If you would like to participate
in the 2017 Caring Neighbors
program, or organize a group
collection effort, please contact
Jeanne Winsted Rosser, Social
Services Administrator at
(847) 446-8201 or via email to
jwinstedrosser@newtriertownship.com

New Trier Township Students
Accepting Confidential Support
Text-A-Tip Turns One
We recently sat down with Andy Duran, Executive Director of LEAD (Linking Efforts Against Drugs), and
a Township grantee whose non-profit organization is administering the Text-A-Tip outreach program for
students in grades 5-12.
A student is alone on a Sunday evening. She is being bullied by some girls at school and dreads starting
another week. She isn’t comfortable speaking about it at home, and doesn’t want to be seen going to the
school counselor’s office, she is distraught and feels there is no hope. So often this is the case, middle and
high school students trying to navigate a confusing world, feeling lost or afraid.
Andy Duran, Executive Director of LEAD joined us a guest on
the New Trier Township Podcast to share his viewpoint on
the progress that Text-A-Tip is making with students in
numerous communities in Illinois, California and soon, Florida.
During the interview he addressed an issue that was the
focus of a Time Magazine cover story (November 7, 2016)
titled Anxiety, Depression and The American Adolescent. As
of December 31, 2016, 11.9% of New Trier Township students
utilizing our local Text-A-Tip service report feeling “sad or
depressed” as their primary reason for reaching out. Others
report “friend/relationship conflict” 9.2%, while 6.4% cite “drugs”
and another 6.2% report, “bullying” as their central concern.
In addition to the wonderful array of resources available in the
North Shore, the Township’s Text-A-Tip program provides another
layer of support. A confidential, text message based service that
connects students in grades 5-12 with a licensed mental health
clinician that responds quickly to the many concerns our
children face. We encourage parents, students, and
community members to join the New Trier Township
Facebook Group. We also share Text-A-Tip usage
reports and timely articles on our website
www.newtriertownship.com
Listen to our new Podcast
Now you can get the full
story behind feature
articles in the New Trier
Township Courier. The
long-form interview with Andy Duran
on Text-A-Tip is available for streamed
audio or download – https://
soundcloud.com/user-105720808
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From the
Assessor’s Office

to get a corrected tax bill from the Treasurer’s branch office in
the Skokie Courthouse before the due date.

The Cook County Treasurer mailed
first installment property tax bills for tax
year 2016 on January 27, 2017. In Cook
County property taxes are paid in two
installments. The first installment bill is
fifty-five percent (55%) of a property’s
Jan Churchwell
total tax bill for the previous year. The
first installment payments were due on March 1, 2017.

Look for the second installment on or about July 1, 2017. The
final payment date will be August 1, 2017. THIS DATE IS
SET IN STONE; NO EXTENSIONS.

Please note that first installment (“Blue”) tax bills do not
reflect any exemptions, nor the impact of successful assessment
appeals filed in calendar year 2016. Exemptions and changes
in assessed valuations will appear on the second installment
(“Yellow”) bill. Look at the section of the second tax bill
entitled “TAX CALCULATOR” (lower left hand corner).
Listed there you should find the following:
1. An assessed value that agrees with your records
(including changes resulting from appeals in 2016 or
the Spring of 2017);
2. ALL exemptions;
3. Your first installment payment.
Check carefully to make sure you’re getting credit for
everything to which you are entitled. If something is missing
or you wish to double-check before paying, call our office or
come in. We’re here to help. In many cases it will be possible

Details about Paying Taxes. If money for property taxes is paid
into an escrow account with a taxpayer’s mortgage company,
the financial institution should receive the tax bill electronically,
even if you also receive a copy of the bill. We advise taxpayers
with property tax escrows NOT to pay property taxes on their
own. If they do, an overpayment may result, and the Cook
County Treasurer does NOT credit overpayments to your
account or issue refunds automatically.
Property owners who make their own property tax payments
can do so in person, by mail, or online at the Cook County
Treasurer’s web site, www.cookcountytreasurer.com.
In-person payments are accepted at the Cook County
Treasurer’s downtown office (118 N. Clark Street), at the
Treasurer’s branch office in the Skokie Courthouse, and at any
Chase Bank in the Chicago area.
Questions? Contact Assessor Jan Churchwell jchurchwell@
newtriertownship.com or Deputy Assessor, Leonard Shifflett,
at lshifflett@newtriertownship.com or at 847-446-8200.
As always, we remind you that you’re welcome to call or come
by anytime during business hours. The Township offices are
located at 739 Elm Street, Winnetka.

Helping Bring Warmth to Residents
New Trier Township and the
North Shore Senior Center began
an important new partnership in
October of 2016, working together
to help income eligible households
wishing to apply for the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP). Applicants
are able to visit a certified LIHEAP
intake professional at the
Township office in Winnetka.
Since adding the Township office as a
satellite location for Low Income
Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP)
applications. The pilot
program permitted
15 area residents to
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submit applications. Of the applications submitted from
the Township office, the Community and Economic
Development Association of Cook County (CEDA) approved
$2,561 for heating and $2,160 for electric bills. In total,
twenty individuals are benefitting from this assistance with
utility expenses.
We anticipate the LIHEAP program restarting in the fall
of 2017. Those interested can check the Township website
or sign-up for our e-News updates regarding future intake
application days. If you have more questions
about LIHEAP, please phone
(847) 784-6040 to speak with a
professional at the North Shore
Senior Center.

Fighting for Literacy

Bernie’s Book Bank — Champions Reading
Preparedness for At-Risk Children
When you speak with Brian Floriani, the Founder and CEO
of Bernie’s Book Bank, you quickly sense his genuine concern
about at-risk children beginning their school career largely
unprepared to learn. “So much of education should happen
before entering school, it’s about being reading ready. We need
to be doing everything we can to get children reading ready,
versus trying to do interventions with students who begin school
unprepared.”

people typically understand the urgency of becoming donors
who also share their time, talent and treasure for the benefit of
children we serve.”
Brian went on to share that occasionally staff members
will tell him they are stressed, anxious about the
enormous (and growing) book collection objectives.
He reminds them, “remember who we are fighting for.”

From its humble beginnings in Brian Floriani’s garage just a
New Trier Township is one of a growing number of book
few years ago, Bernie’s Book Bank is now a force, assertively
collection drive partners, working with community members,
taking action against illiteracy, and
groups, and businesses to collect new
“It’s an incredible opportunity.
helping bolster the futures of many
and gently used books for thousands
There’s nothing more important
students who would otherwise
of children in Illinois, whose families
than being significant. I tell my team, flounder within existing scenarios. The
are living at or below poverty level. The remember who we’re fighting for.”
road ahead is long, but Brian Floriani
New Trier Township collection drive
and his team at Bernie’s Book Bank are determined to work
netted 3,350 books in our summer 2016 launch venture.
until all children that need books receive them.
Brian tells us that his organization takes a much different
Any community members or organizations that wish to
messaging approach than many non-profits. He shared the
participate in the Spring 2017 children’s book collection taking
fact that literacy must be achieved with at-risk children — “this
place March 24- April 11, should contact Jack Macholl,
isn’t a nicety, but a necessity, said Mr. Floriani.” As Bernie’s
Communications Director at (847) 446-8202. To read more
communicates with the public and collection partners such as
about Bernie’s Book Bank, visit www.berniesbookbank.org
Townships, they convey the urgency of their mission, and the
economics associated with acquiring and distributing nearly
Download or stream the long-form interview
three million books each year.
with Brian Floriani of Bernie’s Book Bank,
by visiting SoundCloud.com. Simply click
When asked about the significance of the Township book
the search (spyglass) icon, type in New Trier
drives, Brian stated, “It is critical…ideally we’d like people to
Township, and select episode 4.
become more than casual donors. When people visit our facility
and volunteer, they get the full picture. Once that happens,
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Holiday Meals to Neighbors In Need
During the December holidays your Township Food Pantry
provided complete holiday meals to 52 area families facing food
insecurity. A group of dedicated volunteers under the direction
of Community Service Administrator Brian Leverenz braved
a series of extremely cold days to unload food shipments, stock
our freezers, and prepare meal bags for Pantry clients.
In addition to the holiday meals, the Township Food Pantry
serves an average 82 individuals each month, providing
supplemental groceries and hygiene items. This ongoing
program helps clients make ends meet. The pantry is able to
keep pace with continual demand using
its allocated budget and the generous
donations of individuals, community
groups, places of worship, and local businesses.
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Volunteers from Our Place, a Wilmette based non-profit
that provides opportunities for teens and adults with
developmental challenges to work weekday mornings at the
Pantry. The Our Place team helps us sort food donations,
clean, and stock the shelves. We are grateful to Our Place
and the cadre of loyal supporters that help manage the
workload of our Pantry operation.
Donations of food and hygiene items are always
welcome Monday-Friday at the Township office. A
“wish list” of items is also available on the Township
website, view Services, then Township Pantry for
more information.

Jewel-Osco Donates $1,000
to Township Food Pantry
In November 2016, the grand reopening celebration
of the Jewel-Osco store in Wilmette’s Plaza
Del Lago shopping center featured a
$1,000 check presentation to the
New Trier Township Food Pantry.
This generous gift is being used
to purchase food and hygeine
items for community
members in need.
Jewel-Osco has renovated
many stores and celebrated
these occasions with
generous donations to food
pantries throughout Illinois.
We are grateful for the
long-standing support our
Pantry receives from our friends
at Jewel-Osco.
Important Dates and Deadlines
for Assistance Applications
New Trier Township offers a variety of assistance
programs. Those interested in applying should visit www.
newtriertownship.com and download the desired application
or phone the office at (847) 446-8202 for information.
Consolidated Election, April 4, 2017
Municipal and Township elections

Annual Town Meeting
April 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.New Trier Township, 739 Elm Street, Winnetka
Get Township News in Real Time
Your Township Government provides local news and
information via e-News updates and social media. Sign-up is
easy and free, just visit www.newtriertownship.com and enter
your email address in the Township Mailing List box in the
upper right hand corner, click Submit and we do the rest.

Bernie’s Book BankSpring Collection Drive
March 24- April 21
Collection bins at the Township office,
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Kris Sadur, Constituent
Advocate for Congresswoman
Jan Schakowsky - Second Tuesday
of each month, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

Township Board of Trustees Meetings,
March 14, 2017
April 25, 2017 - all at 7:30 p.m.

On social media you can find us on Twitter, visit @NTTGov.
Our Facebook page is New Trier Township, please “like” us to
receive updates on your Facebook feed.

Kris Sadur

We also have a variety of videos on our You Tube Channel
NewTrierTwp.
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Township Board
& Staff
Paddie Brennen, Supervisor
pbrennen@newtriertownship.com
Jerome Hoynes, Clerk
jhoynes@newtriertownship.com

Jan Churchwell, Assessor
jchurchwell@newtriertownship.com
Hamilton Chang, Trustee
hchang@newtriertownship.com

Your Elected Officials- The
Closest Form of Government
to the People
Since its humble beginnings in the mid -1850s, township government has
served as the closest form of government to the people. If you have ideas
to share on ways we can improve life in New Trier Township, we encourage
you to attend Township meetings and events. Working together we’ll
keep our communities strong- let’s make some great things happen.

Jan Gargula, Trustee
jgargula@newtriertownship.com

Gerri Kahnweiler, Trustee
gkahnweiler@newtriertownship.com
Stefan Mozer, Trustee
smozer@newtriertownship.com

Diane S. Tye, Director of Administration and Finance
847-446-8253 • dtye@newtriertownship.com

Jeanne Rosser, LCSW, Social Services Administrator
847-446-8201 • jwinstedrosser@newtriertownship.com
Brian Leverenz, Community Service Administrator
847-446-8203 • bleverenz@newtriertownship.com
Sandy Forrester, Deputy Clerk
847-446-8202 • sforrester@newtriertownship.com
Jack Macholl, Communications Director
847-446-8202 • jmacholl@newtriertownship.com
Leonard Shifflett, Deputy Assessor
847-446-8202 • lshifflett@newtriertownship.com

Lorrecia Pearson, Administrative Assistant
847-446-8202 • lpearson@newtriertownship.com
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Trustees Hamilton Chang, Stefan Mozer, Jan Gargula, Gerri Kahnweiler, and Paddie
Brennen, Supervisor

