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From the Supervisor
If you were in the Township office
during the holiday season, you witnessed
a flurry of activity surrounding our Food
Pantry and holiday gift programs.
Since our founding in the mid 1850’s,
New Trier Township has quietly
provided for the essential needs of
area residents, lending a helping hand
during difficult times.
The founders of township government
wanted a better life and achieved that through a spirit of
community. In those days if a farmer’s home burned down,
neighbors put them up and helped rebuild the homestead,
sharing food, clothing and providing moral support along
the way. Early on they realized that in order to progress
a community centric, organized form of government was
needed. The formal structure of local organization they
developed is still actively serving residents today.
Here in the 21st century, the complexity of life has expanded
the needs of people, but many of the founding principles
are still driving the work we do. Every week your Township
Food Pantry provides essential staples, such as supplemental
groceries, laundry detergent, and hygiene items to approximately 100 families. Emergency financial assistance is made
available to people facing serious illness, job loss, family
tragedy and other unforeseen circumstances.
For decades we have worked with generous residents and
business owners to provide holiday gifts through our Caring
Neighbors program. This past December we were able to

brighten the lives of 67 children with toys, new clothing,
winter jackets and more.
The component that brings all of this together is the age-old
spirit of volunteerism. Every day wonderful North Shore
residents visit us and humbly drop oﬀ bags of food and
other goods that help keep our pantry stocked. Scout troops,
students, local companies and faith based groups host food
drives or collect funds to help their neighbors in-need. They
don’t seek fanfare or photos; they simply want to share their
good fortune and help. Another major local force that permits
us to support so many pantry clients are the volunteers from
Our Place New Trier, who you’ll read more about in this
issue. The clients of Our Place are developmentally challenged,
and with guidance from their staﬀ and Brian Leverenz our
Community Services Administrator enthusiastically stock
shelves, clean and organize inventory with great pride and a
sense of accomplishment.
It’s true we are living in very challenging times, but these
challenges also present opportunities for each of us to
reflect on the ideals of previous generations and employ
that neighborly spirit to grow stronger as a community.
I urge you to attend our Annual Town Meeting on
April 10, 2018 and hear about the good work happening in
your Township. An open invitation to attend monthly
township meetings is also available to you. Or, if you simply
wish to visit and meet our dedicated staﬀ, you’ll see first-hand
that community still works.
Alan Goldberg

Investing in Futures Through Reading
We are pleased to announce that the
township office will serve as a key
North Shore collection point for
Bernie’s Book Bank, a Lake Bluﬀ
based non-profit that collects and
distributes children’s books to at-risk
kids throughout Illinois. Many
families lack discretionary funds
to purchase books and Bernie’s
addresses this need by supplying
12 books to each child twice
each school year.
The 2018 summer book collection
drive will take place from
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July 9- August 3, 2018. Winter is a great time to sort
through unused children’s books and get them prepared for
the big collection drive.
Be sure to stay
tuned to our
website and
social media
channels for
more details.
If you are
interested in participating in the book collection eﬀort,
please contact Jack Macholl at (847) 446-8202 or via email
jmacholl@newtriertownship.com

Our Place New Trier

One of the central roles of township government is to provide for the
health and well being of residents facing a variety of life challenges. Each
fiscal year a group of community volunteers share their expertise on a
variety of township committees, vetting social service agencies that
provide support services designed to enhance the life quality of their
clients. Under the direction of Trustee Gail Schnitzer Eisenberg, the
Money Follows the Person Committee evaluates agency grant proposals
and awards township funds to help these organizations continue their
work supporting clients with developmental and other disabilities
and their families.
Concerns over support services for individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities is at the forefront of our national healthcare
discussion. In recent times we have witnessed an increase in
individuals diagnosed with autism, Down’s syndrome, severe
epilepsy and other neurological conditions that impact
cognitive ability. As people with developmental challenges
“age-out” of the school system, a daily void emerges and the
struggle for leading a meaningful, dignified life begins.

Our Place - A New Trier Township Grantee
Doing Big Things in the Community

In 2008 a group of concerned parents and community
members joined together to form Our Place, a Wilmette
based non-profit organization providing services for the
unmet needs of teens and adults with developmental
disabilities in the northern Chicago suburbs.
“The primary goals of our work are to ensure that our
participants develop the life skills and community inclusion
to lead productive lives, stated Nicole Seidlitz, Executive
Director of Our Place. We work with clients toward achieving
maximum independence and participation in life as fully
engaged citizens.”
Our Place participants are fully engaged, volunteering their
services Monday-Friday at the New Trier Township Food Pantry.
“Every morning these eager young adults and their aides arrive
ready to help. You see the pride and joy these volunteers
experience. This pantry would be a difficult operation to run without
their enthusiasm and hard work,” stated Brian Leverenz,
Community Services Administrator who has worked with Our Place
for nearly a decade.
Trustee Eisenberg added, “This is much more than just township
financial support for a good cause. We are working with agency partners
like Our Place to break down stigmas, change community dynamics,
and level the playing field for families with economic constraints. We’re
helping Our Place participants acquire skills and become active in
community service roles.”
To learn more about the services that Our Place provides, visit
https://www.ourplaceofnewtrier.org
Listen to the podcast interview with Nicole Seidlitz and Jane Gallery of
Our Place at https://soundcloud.com/user-105720808
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Holiday Giving Programs Succeed —Thanks to You
A combination of Township funds
and donations from the community
permitted us to provide complete
Thanksgiving and holiday season meals
to over 200 residents and their families.
Supervisor Alan Goldberg noted, “It
is humbling to see the scope of support
we receive from corporations like Jewel
Foods, scout troops, students, local
business owners and many volunteers
who step up to provide a quality meal
for people struggling to make ends meet.”
The generosity of a combined 43 North
Shore sponsors comprised of individuals,
families, business owners, faith groups
and civic organizations willing to help neighbors through
our Caring Neighbors program was evident. For many years
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this program has provided joy at the
holidays to children and their families.
Jeanne Winsted Rosser, Social Services
Administrator for the township shared,
“This year our donors sponsored 31
families, providing toys, coats, clothing
and gift cards for 67 children. It is
important to note that almost all parents
of the recipient children are employed.
Many families face underemployment,
disability, unexpected illness or domestic
violence situations. The financial focus
of many clients we serve is on the basics
such as food, shelter and utilities. There
is simply not enough money left to
fund a holiday celebration. We wouldn’t
be able to serve a fraction of these families without this
tremendous support…we’re grateful.”

Passport Application
Acceptance Service
Available at the Township
If you or family members are planning travel outside of the
United States by air, a valid passport book is required for
every traveler. A U.S. Passport can also be used for land and
sea travel. If you will travel out of the country by land and/
or sea to Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Bermuda,
you may obtain a U.S. Passport Card, which costs less than
a passport book.
Passport application services are provided at the township
office on Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., and
Fridays from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. First time
applicants must provide a completed DS-11 passport
application (unsigned), certified U.S. birth certificate
or citizenship papers, proof of identity via a photo
identification (driver’s license, state ID or current military
ID), two (2” x 2”) passport quality photos and fees in the
form of checks or money orders.
If you are renewing a passport, the DS 82 Renewal form
must be completed if your passport is expiring or has
expired within the last five years, or you are low on blank
passport pages. If you have legally changed your name or
married within the last year and changed your name, a
renewed passport can be applied for at the Township office.
For all the particulars on passport applications, please visit
the township website, click on Services, Clerk’s Office,
then the Passports section. To make passport appointments
contact Lorrecia Pearson at (847) 446-8202.

Lorrecia Pearson

Administrative Assistant & Passport Agent
When you walk through our door one of the first people
you’ll meet is Lorrecia Pearson who joined the township in
2014. In her role as Administrative Assistant,
Lorrecia is living proof of
multi-tasking. Each day
she meets and greets
our guests, manages our
Dial-A-Ride program,
issues Unincorporated
New Trier Township
vehicle stickers, helps organize our website
and also serves as a Passport agent.
In her “spare” time Lorrecia
is mom to four children and
also enjoys baking and
creating gourmet treats.
Next time you visit
please stop by and say
hello to the lady who
makes many great
things happen at
your Township office.

Township Historical Records Library Opens
During the November 2017 Township Board Meeting your Trustees approved a Resolution to open a
Historical Library at the Township office. Clerk Jerome Hoynes worked with historical society leaders
from our communities to inventory and archive records dating back to 1850. Members of the public
can inspect historical records during normal business hours.
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ASSESSOR NEWS
While 2017 may have been tumultuous
at the national level, here in the New
Trier Township Assessor’s Office it was
business as usual, particularly assisting
township residents to file timely
property tax appeals and exemptions.
Both the Cook County Assessor’s
Office and the Cook County Board of Jan Churchwell
Review told us that the number of tax appeals is growing every
year, and the number of inquiries that Deputy Assessor Len
Shiﬄett and I fielded bears this out.
While we have long been able to file appeals for residents on
line directly to the County Assessor’s Office, 2017 was the first
year we could do this with appeals to the Board of Review.
Len and I hailed this as a most helpful addition to the appeals
process toolbox.

Besides actual assistance with assessment-related issues, our
major goal is to demystify the processes for you. If you find
the County’s procedures and timing confusing, plan to attend
one of our presentations of “The Annual Real Estate Tax
Calendar” (formerly “Property Tax 101”). Currently oﬀered
twice yearly (right after the New Year and autumn), instead
of an explanation of what property taxes are about, “Tax
Calendar” walks you through the chronology of the process,
the roles of the County Assessor’s and Treasurer’s Offices, and
how the Township Assessor can help you.
You are welcome to call or drop by the Township Offices (739
Elm St., Winnetka; 847.446.8200) and talk to us about your
assessment concerns. You can also reach us at: jchurchwell@
newtriertownship.com or lshiﬄett@newtriertownship.com.
We encourage you to sign up for “Assessor’s News” on the
Township website to assure that you receive via e-mail timely
information about deadlines and other property tax news.

Partnership Brings Warmth to Township Residents
New Trier Township and the North Shore Senior Center began an important partnership
in October of 2016, working together to assist income eligible households wishing to apply
for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). These grants help
residents in-need to pay their utility bills, particularly during the harsh winter months.
On December 14, 2017 a LIHEAP intake event permitted 8 residents to submit
applications thanks to the help of North Shore Senior Center employees and volunteers.
Since adding the Township office as a LIHEAP satellite, more area residents have been able
to apply, as our Winnetka location is readily accessible to public transportation.
If you have more questions about LIHEAP grants, please phone (847) 784-6040 to speak
with a professional at the North Shore Senior Center.
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New Trier High School Students Raise $4k
For Township Food Pantry
A group of students from New Trier High School’s Social
Service Organization raised funds during 2016-17 through
their Spring Service-Learning Initiatives. Sarah Utley,
NTHS Science Faculty & Service Learning Coordinator, and
students Bill Yen and Frank Zawrazky presented a check for

$4,000 to Brian Leverenz, Community Service Administrator
of the New Trier Township Food Pantry.

Important Dates and Deadlines

Esther Craven, Consumer Assistance Resource
Specialist of CJE Senior Life will be at New Trier
Township by appointment each month. Please check our
website for specifics. Esther can help seniors and persons with
disabilities, as well as their caregivers, navigate the intricacies
of health insurance, government benefits, and community
resources. To schedule an appointment, please phone
(773) 508-1000.

Township Board of Trustees Meetings,
February 13, 2018
March 13, 2018
April 23, 2018
All at 7:30 p.m.
Committee of the Whole Meetings
February 27, 2018
March 27, 2018
All at 7:30 p.m.
Annual Town Meeting
April 10, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.- North Shore Senior Center
Summer Camp Scholarship Applications
Due April 27, 2018
A Constituent Advocate for Congresswoman
Jan Schakowsky - is on-site at the township the
second Tuesday of each month, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
They will be available to assist with Medicare, Social Security,
immigration and a variety of federal government agency
concerns.

We are grateful to these wonderful young people whose
generosity will help us keep the food pantry shelves full
during 2018.

Get Township News in Real Time
You can listen to our podcasts at SoundCloud.com by
clicking the search icon and typing in New Trier Township.
Your Township Government provides local news and
information via e-News updates and social media. Sign-up is
easy and free, just visit www.newtriertownship.com and enter
your email address in the Township Mailing List box in the
upper right hand corner, click Submit and we do the rest.
On social media you can find us on Twitter, visit @NTTGov.
Our Facebook page is New Trier Township, please “like” us to
receive updates on your Facebook feed. We also have a variety
of videos on our You Tube Channel NewTrierTwp.
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Alan Goldberg, Supervisor
agoldberg@newtriertownship.com

Your Elected OfficialsThe Closest Form of
Government to the People

Jerome Hoynes, Clerk
jhoynes@newtriertownship.com

Jan Churchwell, Assessor
jchurchwell@newtriertownship.com
Kevin Boyd, Trustee
kboyd@newtriertownship.com

Gail Schnitzer- Eisenberg, Trustee
gseisenberg@newtriertownship.com
Elliott Robbins, Trustee
erobbins@newtriertownship.com
John Thomas, Trustee
jthomas@newtriertownship.com

Diane S. Tye, Director of Administration and Finance
847-446-8253 • dtye@newtriertownship.com

Jeanne Rosser, LCSW, Social Services Administrator
847-446-8201 • jwinstedrosser@newtriertownship.com
Brian Leverenz, Community Service Administrator
847-446-8203 • bleverenz@newtriertownship.com
Sandy Forrester. Deputy Clerk
847-446-8202 • sforrester@newtriertownship.com
Lorrecia Pearson, Administrative Assistant
847-446-8202 • lpearson@newtriertownship.com
Leonard Shiﬄett, Deputy Assessor
847-446-8202 • lshiﬄett@newtriertownship.com

Jack Macholl, Communications Director
847-446-8202 • jmacholl@newtriertownship.com
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Since its humble beginnings in the mid-1850, township government has
served as the closest form of government to the people. If you have ideas
to share on ways we can improve life in New Trier Township, we encourage
you to attend Township meetings and events. Working together we’ll
keep our communities strong- let’s make some great things happen.

